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Newsletter Number 32 for October 2019 

 

Introduction 
I welcome readers to the thirty second issue of the Winchcombe Museum Newsletter. It is with 

sadness that I have to tell you that this will be the last newsletter under my editorship. After 32 

issues I feel that it is time to pass the newsletter into fresh hands. I have enjoyed, very much, my 

time with you readers and I will be always grateful for the many kind and informative messages you 

have sent to me. I am very pleased to tell you that the plans are to continue the newsletter under 

the very capable and expert pen of Carol Harris. I wish Carol every success with the newsletter, I am 

sure you will all support her in the splendid manner that you have with me. Thank you. 

 

Rule Britannia 
We all sing, at the end of the ‘Proms’,  the patriotic song Rule Britannia composed from a poem by 

James Thompson and put to music by Thomas Arne in 1740.The question is who invented Britannia? 

On which of the British coins you use today does the figure of Queen Britannia still appear?   In May 

of 2019, Baldwins, a coin dealing company in the Strand in London, mounted an exhibition to 

respond to the question ‘Who invented Britannia - the character that became symbolic with our 

nation’s identity 1400 years after its invention?’ 

 

The coin they used in their publicity was the 
Britannia Sesterius AD 141-143. The Royal Mint 
explains how the Britannia figure has been 
depicted on coins since the 1st century. She 
appeared on pennies issued under every 
monarch from 1797 until decimalisation. 
The image has undergone small changes such as 
the spear being replaced by a trident to 
emphasize maritime links. 
The suggestion is that Britannia has survived as a 
symbol of unity, liberty and strength. 
This may be linked to her 17th century 
appearance when England, Scotland, Wales and 
Ireland were united under James I. 
‘Cool Britannia’ was prominent with the 
optimism of New Labour, the Spice Girls and 
Oasis. Let’s keep an eye on her in the current 
times of change. 
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From the local newspapers for 1919 

Chronicle 1st November 1919 
THE COTSWOLDS 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC AT WINCHCOMBE 
At Winchcombe Parish Church on Sunday evening, in place of a sermon, the choir and organist, Mr 
W.E. Haslam, F.R.C.O., rendered the following seasonal music from the “Messiah”: Solo “Behold a 
virgin shall conceive,” Mrs Haslam; chorus “O! Thou that tellest”; organ “Pastoral Symphony”; 
recitative. “There were shepherds abiding in the fields,” and “Lo! The angel of the Lord came upon 
them,“ Master Donald Agg; recitative “The angel said unto them” and “Suddenly there was with the 
angels” Mr C.P.O. Lewis; chorus, “Glory to God.” 
 

SMOKING CONCERT AT WINCHCOMBE 
Organised by the Working Men’s Club Committee, a smoking concert was held in the Assembly 
Rooms on Saturday Evening. Owing to counterattractions being held on the same day, many of the 
performers could not put in an early appearance, consequently it was getting somewhat late before 
a start was made in real earnest.  Mr. H. James occupied the chair, and a company of about 80 
thoroughly enjoyed the many songs, contributed by local talent. The hit of the evening was a start 
turn “Favor and Buff,” the well-known eccentric comedians. Messrs. A. Major, G. White, W. Webb, 
A. S. Belcher, A. and L. Ballinger, and H.W. Belcher also sang. Mr. A. Lishman was at the piano. 
 

The Cotswolds 
In this newsletter we do not very often take a look at the regional setting of the Cotswolds that 

contributes so much to the modern day life of Winchcombe or to aspects of a common heritage that 

is shared. For a change we have selected one outstanding Cotswold feature of that shared heritage – 

the famous wool churches. 

 

The Wool Churches of the Cotswolds (the mini-cathedrals) 

 

“It is the sheepe hath payed for all” 

Some sources suggest the Romans introduced sheep farming to this area for the wool. In Saxon and 

Norman times the Cotswolds were recognised as an ideal environment for sheep. The trade in high 

quality wool brought wealth to the monasteries and merchants of the area. By the fifteenth century 

wool was the premier industry of England. Flemish and Italian merchants were familiar figures at 

Cotswold wool markets. The wealth created enabled merchants and farmers to build large houses in 

the Cotswolds and to sponsor the enlargement or rebuilding of their local churches. As well as their 

size these churches display elaborate carvings, ornamentation, large monuments, impressive stained 

glass windows and ceiling vaulting. Donations to these churches were seen as enabling the 

merchants and family to enter into Heaven. In some cases a small group of families joined together 

to donate. Today these churches may be seen as ‘too large’ in proportion to the settlements in 

which they stand. There are wool churches in East Anglia as well as the Cotswolds e.g. Southwold, 

Cawston, Worstead and Lavenham. The building of these churches ceased with the Reformation and 

the decline of the wool trade around 1550. Curiously a 1570s law required all English men, except 

nobles, to wear a woollen cap to church on Sunday. In this section we concentrate on aspects of 

their building and their sources of wealth. 

 

How about a rainy day’s drive to visit all of these wool churches? 
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St John the Baptist, Cirencester 
 

 

This is the largest Cotswold wool church and is 
often called the “Cathedral of the Cotswolds”. 
The current church is the third on this site, 
originally built in 1240, it was rebuilt in 1520 in 
a perpendicular gothic style. Sponsors of the 
new church included Richard Dixton (d. 1438), 
William Prelatte (d. 1462) and Humphrey 
Bridges (d. 1598). Sir Gilbert Scott remodelled 
the church in the late nineteenth century. The 
interior includes the fifteenth century ‘wine 
glass’ pulpit, the Anne Boleyn gilt silver cup 
and the south porch (originally separate from 
the church). Henry IV donated funds to build 
the tower between 1400-1420.  The king gave 
this money to say thank you to the 
townspeople for the beheading of two rebel 
earls. In the St. Catherine Chapel there is 
wonderful fan vaulting. The photograph shows 
the market square of Cirencester, the south 
porch and the flying buttresses of the tower. 

 
St John the Baptist, Burford 

 

 

This very large perpendicular style Grade I 
listed church stands in the lower part of the 
town. Churches on the site date from 1125 but 
much of today’s building dates from 1485. The 
tower is Norman, it was heightened in 1396 
and the spire added. Some strengthening of 
the arches beneath can be seen inside the 
church. The church is especially noted for its 
spectacular interior. Points of interest include 
the memorial to 3 slain levellers, the medieval 
font, the Tanfield monument to a controversial 
judge and local landowner and the memorial 
to Christopher Kempster (d.1715) a local 
stonemason employed by Wren to work on St 
Paul’s. The church was heavily restored around 
1870. 
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St James’, Chipping Campden 

 

 
Chipping Campden was one of the key centres 
for the wool trade in the fifteenth century. St 
James’ church is one of the finest of the wool 
churches of the Cotswolds. A notable wool 
merchant patron was William Greville. Smaller, 
earlier churches occupied the site but in 1490 
rebuilding and enlargement of the body of the 
church took place. A perpendicular style was 
chosen with the building supported on its 
original Norman foundations. In 1500 the 120 
foot [36.5 metre] tower was built. The church 
contains a number of features and artefacts 
related to its medieval origins. 

 
St Peter and St Paul, Northleach 

 

 
Northleach was recognised in 1227 when 
Henry III granted it a weekly market. Much of 
the present church marks the founding of the 
market but its present form is linked to the 
wealth of the fifteenth century wool 
merchants who often bequeathed part of their 
estates to the church, eg Thomas Fortey 
(d.1447) and son John (d.1458). Brasses in the 
church commemorate at least five merchant 
donors. Documents show Cotswold wool, 
called ‘Cottys’, as controlled by the ‘Company 
of the merchants of the staple’, had to be 
exported via Calais and was taxed. 
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St Mary’s Fairford 

 
 

 

The church we see today was built in the 1490s 
and it remains with little structural alteration 
to its perpendicular style. Its building was 
financed by extremely rich local merchants. 
James Tame, merchant, gained permission 
from the Diocese of Worcester to demolish the 
thirteenth century church. Tame died in 1500 
but saw the church dedicated in 1497. The 
famous almost complete set of medieval glass 
was installed by Tame’s son. The 28 windows 
tell the life of Christ. No one is quite sure how 
this glass survived the Reformation. All of the 
glass was removed in WWII and stored at 
Fairford Park. Some of the glass contains 
hidden portraits of King Henry and his family. 

 
St Peter’s Church, Winchcombe 

 
 
 

 

People argue whether St Peter’s is a wool 
church. The earliest Christian church of St 
Peter is dated 1175 and it was closely linked to 
Winchcombe Abbey. The present 
perpendicular style church dates from the 
1450s and was built with the support of Ralph 
Boteler, Lord of Sudeley. His family is recorded 
in a number of the stained glass windows. In 
1539, as part of the English Reformation, 
Winchcombe Abbey was supressed. St Peters 
Church was left impoverished. The inside walls 
of the church show much evidence of the 
turbulence in religious worship during the 
sixteenth century. In the Seventeenth century 
the church became very delapidated with part 
of the roof collapsing. Between 1833 and 1873 
two vicars, John Ridout and Robert Noble 
Jackson, supervised the restoration of the 
church though it did suffer at the hands of 
Victorian restorers. 

 

I am grateful to the following for helping me with images of these churches. Burford – Allison and 

Brian Swales;  Fairford – Freda and John Lang; Chipping Campden – Glyn and Roger Johnson; 

Northleach – Mike Gaut. They were kind in waiting for good weather and giving priority to the 

image. I am most grateful.    
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Highly economical language 

Have you noticed that authors appear to be dropping in Latin, French or German word or phrases? 

Apparently they just fit the need or meaning exactly when English is not quite there. Latin is, I am 

told, full of timeless truisms, so with this in mind I have harvested six phrases and a few words for 

you to drop into the conversation or emails from time to time. 

1. Non Videmus Manticae Quod In Tergo Est 

“We cannot see the baggage on our own back”. This is mid first century B.C. from the love 

poet Catullus. It suggests we easily recognise the faults in others but are blind to our own. 

The baggage is double ended, hanging before and behind the shoulder. 

2. Omnia vincit amor 

“Love conquers all”. This is from Virgil who sees love as a divine force and more than a 

human emotion. It is linked to Cupid, son of Venus, goddess of love. Cupid fires his arrow to 

make you fall hopelessly in love. True love means pain as well as happiness – there is no 

point fighting it – better to yield to the spell than trying to shield yourself from it. 

3. Si hortum in bibliotheca habes, deerit nihil 

“If you have a garden and a library you will lack for nothing”. This allowed the Romans to 

study outside. Plato’s academy in Greece is depicted in a garden. The quote is from Cicero. 

4. In vino veritas 

“In wine is truth”.  This is by Pliny, the elder, and implies that wine loosens the tongue, 

maybe to talk a lot of nonsense but also to reveal your true secrets. Pliny also pitied drunks 

who lost their lives to sleep. 

5. Donec eris sospes, multos numerabis amicos 

“For as long as you are doing well you will have many friends”. Ovid, a poet, wrote a raunchy 

poem of love and making love. He was banished by the emperor, to the coast of Romania; 

he blamed his fate on his poem and a mistake. He then had few friends and never revealed 

the mistake. 

6. Jus primae noctis 

“The right of first night”. This was a medieval custom for the local noble to deflower brides 

on their wedding night. There is no solid evidence of it ever happening. It was mentioned in 

the film ‘Braveheart’. 

Some everyday words that have origins in more ancient texts: 

Ad hoc Not regular or planned, but happening only when necessary. 
Alibi In another place. 
Bona fide In good faith. 
Bonus Good, bounteous, deserving. 
Carpe diem Seize the day (from Horace). 
De facto Agreed to without formal decision. 
Ego ‘I’ in the sense of self. 
Ergo Therefore e.g. ‘cognito ergo sum’ – I think therefore I am (Descartes). 
Et cetera And other similar things or and so forth. 
Extra Abbreviated from ‘extraordinarius’  implying outside the order. 
I.E. Id est – that is to say 
Impromptu From ‘impromptus’ meaning ready at hand. 
Intro From ‘introductio’ meaning lead in, from the verb ‘intrave’. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/learner-english/regular_1
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/learner-english/plan_2
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/learner-english/happening
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/learner-english/necessary
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Multi From ‘multus’ meaning more than one, many. 
Pro bono  Abbreviated from the latin ‘pro bono publica’ meaning for the public good. 
Quid pro quo Meaning ‘a favour for a favour’ or ‘something for something’. 
Re From the Latin ’Res’ meaning regarding, with reference to. 
Semi From the Latin ‘semi’ meaning half, partial, incomplete. 
Verbatim From the Latin ‘verbatim’ meaning word for word. 
Versus Against, turned, from the verb ‘vertere’ (to turn, change, overthrow). 
Vice versa From the Latin ‘vicis versus’ meaning the position having been reversed. 
 

Recent correspondence from a reader 

In an earlier newsletter we mentioned the Rev. Noble Jackson. His service on HMS Warrior was 

mentioned as was his visit to some sick railway workers and their families during the construction of 

the GWR through Winchcombe. 

 

John Silcock writes: 

You mention his service on HMS Warrior, the first iron-clad battleship.  This ship can still be seen in 

the Historic Naval Dockyard at Portsmouth, next to HMS Victory and the Mary Rose exhibition. 

 

You ask where was the isolation hospital in 1905?  I'm too young to remember, of course, but there 

is a cottage almost opposite the entrance to Winchcombe Station that is (or was) named Isolation 

Cottage.  Its location might fit with the mention of the Reverend's visit to railwaymen with smallpox? 

There was another isolation facility on Langley Road, almost the last building on the rise to the right 

leaving Winchcombe.  It was made of corrugated iron painted green, which may indicate that it 

dates to later than 1905. 

 

John concludes by asking: 

Lastly, has the Newsletter ever done something on the WW II pill boxes round Winchcombe?  I have 

a vague memory of something but can't be sure.  If not, it might be of general interest. 

 

What’s On 

11 Nov Upper Windrush LHS ‘Australian Flying Corps in the Cotswolds 1917-1919’ given by Bill 
King at the Farmers Arms, Guiting Power at 7.30pm. 

25 Nov Prestbury LHS ‘Tradesman of Prestbury’ given by Neil Pryce-Jones at Presbury W.I. Hall 
at 7.30pm. 

4 Feb 2020 Cheltenham LHS ‘The History of Dowty and the Archiving Project’ given by Ally 
McConnell at St Luke’s Hall, Cheltenham at 10.00 £2 includes tea and biscuits. 

 
 
 
 
 
John Hancock 
 
Winchcombe Museum Charity no. 1173052 
 


