
 

Newsletter Number 19 for May 2018 
Gloucester Street History Group (GSHG) 
Winchcombe History Journal: Issue 2018, 60 pages 
 
Introduction: The Gloucester Street History Group was formed in 1990 and initially concentrated on 
the history of the houses in Gloucester Street. In 1995 they produced a detailed survey of 
Winchcombe churchyard. This inaugural edition of their journal showcases the interests of individual 
members. 
 
Winchcombe’s First Blue Plaque: Jean Bray 
Jean Bray recounts a search for the birthplace 
of Christopher Merrett, the man who 
discovered how to put the ‘fizz’ into 
champagne.  Corroboration from several 
sources has confirmed 16 Gloucester Street as 
his birthplace and this was recognised by the 
British Plaque Trust in 2017. Merrett qualified 
as a doctor, helped found the Royal Society in 
London and in 1662 he explained to the 
Society how wine coopers made wine 
sparkling. This process became the method 
champenoise many years before the French 
claim they invented champagne. With his 
knowledge of glass making he ensured wine 
bottles were strong enough by creating the 
dimple in the base. The article details his life, 
studies and adventures. 
 

 

 
The Relocation and Development of the Vicarage in the Early 19th Century: David Thomas 
This account by David Thomas describes the actions of the Rev. John Lates (vicar of Winchcombe 
from 1793 to 1832) in arranging for the movement of the vicarage of St Peter’s Church from two 
unsatisfactory cottages opposite the church to a location along Gloucester Street.  Lates purchased 
the land in Gloucester Street and erected the vicarage by 1810 after demolishing 2 or 3 cottages. The 
article describes how the vicar then sold the new house, after due diligence had taken place, to the 
then precursors of the Church Commissioners. The complexity exposed by David Thomas is 
impressive. 
 
 



 
Moving to Gloucester Street: Peter Campion 
Peter and Pam Campion purchased 32 
Gloucester Street in December 2015, and 
moved in during March 2016. This detailed 
account covers the changes made to the house. 
Peter and Pam faced the challenges of a 
sensitive updating of the property. These 
included planning permissions, Conservation 
Area rules, plumbers, builders, electricians and 
suppliers. The kitchen was enlarged, doorways 
changed, load bearing walls adjusted, old 
fireplaces restored and extensions remodelled. 
The challenge was to keep the faith and know 
the end justified the experience. The 
photographs in the Journal show the success of 
the project. 
 

 

 
John Oakey’s Inspiration?: Rob White 
In this article Rob White asks the fascinating question ‘Why did John Oakey JP, of Gloucester Street, 
builder, parish councillor, district councillor, guardian of the poor,  elect to write a book of his 
reminiscences in 1935-6?’. Two potential reasons are suggested: two younger people’s letters with 
memories of Winchcombe published in local newspapers, or, as a man in his eighties and with the 
death of many friends, he recognised the danger that his recollections and stories may be lost. 
Readers of this well referenced article will be able to surmise for themselves. 
 
Winchcombe’s Failed Railways: Tim Petchey 
Tim Petchey describes three railway schemes and one light railway plan linked to Winchcombe that 
were never built. They were the Winchcombe & Midland Railway, the Andoversford & Stratford on 
Avon Railway and the Midland & South Western Junction Railway Northern Extension. The proposed 
Cheltenham & Winchcombe Light Railway is also included. Three of the railway accounts include 
helpful maps allowing the reader to pin-point how they could have changed Winchcombe e.g. the 
location of a town centre station. Although the GWR (later British Railways) served Winchcombe 
from its station in Greet, Tim Petchey suggests the arrangement was never a “success”.[see maps] 
 
Winchcombe History under Your Feet: Peter Campion 
Peter Campion asks the reader to look at the manhole covers in the pavements of Winchcombe. 
Some carry the inscription “W.S. Key Builder Winchcombe”.  He details the Winchcombe origins of 
this plumber/builder. The article describes the growth of the business, the acquisition of property 
by William Key, and his role as a special constable in WW1. He died in Winchcombe Cottage 
Hospital in 1925 aged 55. 
 
Charles Wynne of Sudeley Castle: Rob White 
Rob White explores the identity of Charles Wynne who rented Sudeley Castle Farm from the Duke of 
Buckingham from 1832 to 1837. The high point of his tenancy was in 1834 when Wynne hosted a 
grand ball at the Castle with a huge banquet for 300 guests - all the great and good of the area 
attended, to celebrate the election of a Gloucestershire MP.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
The Plaisterers Arms: Alastair Robinson 
This public house has been selling beer 
since at least 1836. The question Alastair 
Robinson addresses is the spelling of its 
name. Should it be Plasterers or 
Plaisterers? Added to the complexity is 
the fact that the early family owners 
were plasterers. In this article Alastair 
traces the use of both versions from the 
sixteenth century to the present day.  He 
finds plenty of evidence and preferences 
by groups and individuals for either 
name. Readers of the full article will be 
able to make their own judgement.  
 

 
 
Winchcombe’s Musical Maestro: Rob White 
This is an account of one of Winchcombe’s great musicians, who was a renowned organist. There is 
also a salutary postscript for all historical researchers. Rob White introduces Walter Haslam (1869-
1956). He was appointed organist to Winchcombe Church when 15, founded Winchcombe Choral 
Society in 1893, the Town Band in 1897, in 1899 conducted the local Amateur Orchestral Society, 
became Fellow of the Royal College of Organists and in 1904 became choirmaster at the parish 
church. The article details his education, performances at local events, family life, the way he earned 
a living and the plaudits he received. He made a breathtaking contribution to Winchcombe and the 
surrounding area. The note to historical researchers is about his surname being variously Haslum 
and Haslam. Many will recognise the moment their research faltered as a name changed or was lost. 
 
Winchcombe’s Victorian Swimming Bath: Barbara Edward 
Barbara Edward describes the role of Emma Dent in commissioning a Swimming Bath for 
Winchcombe. The cost was £400 and Mrs Dent let the bath to Winchcombe for £5 per year.  The 
article goes on to describe the opening event in 1893. Events in later years included the boys 
undressing race & diving for plates. By 1910 ladies were able to enter races, but these were held on 
a separate day when male spectators were not allowed, although the life guards were male! Barbara 
Edward tells the story of the bath over the years and of its eventual abandonment in 1938. This 
splendid story demonstrates the great value of local newspapers as sources for local history. 
 
The journal also includes an index of the people mentioned in the text. Each article is supported with 
a fine list of references that should be of great value to further researchers and interesting 
photographs and images. Copies of the journal are available from Keeling’s Newsagents on Hailes 
Street and from Winchcombe Museum for £4.50. 
 
 



 

Maps for Winchcombe’s failed Railways 

 



 

 

 
 

Holst Museum & Holst walk 
You know how it is, you do not visit the places near home but travel miles on holiday to visit a 
famous house or museum. Is that true for you?  Well, near to local readers we have Winchcombe 
Museum and, in Cheltenham, there is the Holst Birthplace Museum. Which of The Planets ring in 
your ears as you read this? The Holst Birthplace Museum in Clarence Road tells the story of this man 
and his music with a display of personal belongings and his piano. The museum also reflects upstairs 
and downstairs life in this modest house with Regency and Victorian rooms. In addition there is now 
a Gustav Holst Way from Cranham Church to Corndean Lane, Guiting Power and Wyck Rissington. 
You could become a member of this small museum. Have a look at the web site. Play much of his 
music for free on Amazon Prime or Spotify [ww.holstmuseum.org.uk]. 
 
Using newspapers  
Whilst browsing an old copy of the Gloucestershire Echo newspaper the following advertisement 
appeared: 
Maison Kunz, 74 Promenade, willing girl to help in bakery, confectionary department – also shop 
assistant – waitress (Gloucestershire Echo 24 July 1941).  Maison Kunz is also mentioned in 1919 in a 
local diary and was certainly still there in 1964. 
 



Places to visit 
May to 16th Sep. Hampton Court Castle, Gardens & Parkland (HR6 0PN), Hope under Dinmore, 

Leominster. 10.30 to 5pm. (www.hamptoncourtcastle.co.uk) 
All year Eastnor Castle, Eastnor, Ledbury  (www.eastnorcastle.com 
Open 363 days a 
year under new NT 
policy. 

The next time you go to Norfolk, Blickling Hall and Felbrigg Hall are musts and 
do remember your National Trust cards.  
Blicking is a breath-taking Jacobean Mansion. Amazing Long Gallery, 
wonderful library and short and long walks in the park. 
Felbrigg Hall is a seventeenth century English country house, see very good 
web site. 

  
Blickling Hall Felbrigg Hall and Gardens 

 
One Hundred Years Ago Part II.  
 
Changing forenames 
The names given to new babies are very much of their time. The  United Kingdom Office for National 
Statistics tracks the popularity of the names and a comparison of 1914 and 2016 shows how they 
have changed.  The columns headed BC (1) are predictions on the internet by a company specialising 
in advice and products for pregnant mothers and bringing up children to the toddler stage 

 Boys Girls 
 ONS (1) ONS (2) BC (1) ONS (1) ONS (2) BC (1) 
 1914 2016 2018 1914 2016 2018 
1 John Oliver Oliver Mary Olivia Olivia 
2 William George Harry Margaret Amelia Amelia 
3 George Harry Jack Doris Emily Isla 
4 Thomas Jack George Dorothy Isla Emily 
5 James Jacob Noah Kathleen Ava Ava 
6 Arthur Noah Charlie Florence Isabella Lily 
7 Frederick Charlie Jacob Elsie Lily  Mia 
8 Albert Muhammad Alfie Edith Jessica Sophia 
9 Charles Thomas Freddie Elizabeth Ella Isabella 
10 Robert Oscar Oscar Winifred Mia Grace 
ONS (1) Boys and Girls Names for England and Wales in 1914 
ONS (2) Boys and Girls Names for England and Wales in 2016 
BC (1) Bounty.Com prediction. 
 

http://www.hamptoncourtcastle.co.uk/
http://www.eastnorcastle.com/


Bounty make their predictions based on trends over recent years e.g. high climbing names and 
meeting thousands of mums on maternity wards in the UK. They also note the ‘huge rise’ in 
popularity of using surnames as given names e.g. Hunter and Grayson. 
 
There are several messages here for those interested in history facts and figures.  

• Official statistics are as accurate as their definition but tend not to be an exact fit to your 
needs. For example the comparison was to have been over the 100 years 1918 to 2018. Poor 
decision really since many 2018 babies are not yet born. 

• Care should be taken using commercially produced data that is based on extrapolating 
trends and limited selective samples. 

A number of web sites speculate about the fashions people follow in giving names. The 1914 list 
appears to link to royal names, biblical characters, authors and parental family forenames. The 2016 
list appears to be heavily influenced by royal names and those of celebrities.  Predictions for the 
longer term include mythical characters (Apollo, Athena, Atlas, Freya, Loki, Odin and Thor), 
characters from television series, heroes, royal babies, retro ideas and popular vowels (starting with  
‘O’, ‘A’ and ‘E’. 
 

Events 

Winchcombe Festival of ‘Music & Arts’ 21-28 May 
 
Amongst the many events is a number of special interest to local historians. These include: 

• Paper, the River Isbourne and Winchcombe by Jean Bray, 23 May, 5.00 pm (includes 
opportunities to visit Postlip Paper Mill) £5 at the White Hart 

• Great British Gardeners by Vanessa Berridge explores the lives of some leading 
gardeners. Thursday May 24 2.00 to 3.30, £5 at the Methodist Church Hall 

• Mills along the Isbourne – Stanway by Mike Lovatt, Friday 25 May, 2.30. £5 at 
Stanway Mill. 

• Winchcombe in days gone by - Winchcombe History Group and Winchcombe 
Museum, Monday 28 May, 10.00 to 4.00 pm in Guide Hall, High Street. 

• The Art of Country Living: Robin Tanner by John Edgeler at the Methodist Church 
Hall, Sunday 27 May, £5 

 

Whats On 
22 May ‘Git Orff Moi Land’ by John Putley – Gotherington Local History Society, 8.00pm, Village 

Hall, visitors welcome £2. 
 

Follow up to the April Newsletter Number 18 
In the April Newsletter we looked at Suffragists and Suffragettes. Shortly after its publication I came 
across, in a second hand book shop, a copy of ‘The Edwardian Era’ edited by Jane Beckett and 
Deborah Chery. This richly illustrated book was published by the Barbican Art Gallery and Phaidon 
Press. Amongst the five interesting themes and fifteen Picture Essays is a chapter on Suffrage 
Campaigns by Lisa Tickett. The book contains many wonderful colour illustrations. Published in 1987 
the book is long out of print but Amazon.co.uk has many second hand copies available for 1p plus 
£2.80 postage. 
 
  



Responses to the piece on Winchcombe pottery in Newsletter 18 
 
David Aldred wrote “Thanks John. 
My father taught pottery at what is now Balcarras School and I remember him spending one summer 
holiday working at Winchcombe pottery.” 
 
Vincent Royle (Cotswold Eye Centre wrote “BTW, the photo showing the collection of Potters with 
Ray and Mike finch - second in from left is Neil Alcock. Also just behind (trying to hide) Sid Tustin is 
the late Eddy Hopkins - unmistakable moustache! Very informative piece.” 
 
Paul Fletcher wrote “Greetings from Dubrovnik”. [The newsletter goes international. Ed.] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from Winchcombe Town Trust 
 
VISION 
 
Winchcombe Heritage Centre: celebrating the past, securing the future: 
 
To create a destination local heritage centre in the heart of historic Winchcombe on the site of 
the old Town Hall.  A welcoming place where both visitors and residents can benefit from an 
exciting and informative Winchcombe Museum celebrating the Town’s history, and a Tourist 
Information Centre promoting the very best the Cotswolds has to offer with a dynamic retail 
space: showcasing products from local artisans and design led gifts to complement the 
Museum. 
 
MESSAGE RE: our plans 
 

• We have applied for planning consent to increase the size of the area currently 
occupied by the TIC to create a new, enhanced Tourist Information Centre and 
Museum Entrance & Shop. 

• Plans also include a lift up to the main Museum floor and toilet facilities for disabled 
visitors. 

• We would also like to enhance the Museum exhibition area with new display cabinets 
and more interactive displays to create a better experience for visitors.  The focus will 
be on Winchcombe’s history: the people that have lived in the town and their stories. 

• Planning consent is the first stage in a long journey and refurbishment work is likely to 
be phased over a few years. 

• The application has been validated by Tewkesbury, and plans are available to view on 
the Tewkesbury Borough Council website. 

• We are very keen to hear from anyone who has any feedback or suggestions on how 
we can create a wonderful Museum to be enjoyed by future generations – 
info@winchcombemuseum.org.uk.  We will be inviting interested members of the 
public and local organisations to help us with suggestions.  Regular updates will be 
posted on social media and the Museum website.  When we get further down the line, 
we will put a display of the plans in the Museum for people to see. 

 

mailto:info@winchcombemuseum.org.uk


 

Proposed plans for the redevelopment of the museum 

John Hancock: Winchcombe Museum Charity no. 1173052 


